
How does viewing become an act of 
unfolding?
How does fold/unfold organise the 
viewing of an image and change the 
viewing condition? 
(state distribute visibility & shape 
interpretation)

- versioned archive (fold, unfold, refold, 
prefold): constantly replace the authority

+ image is not content, but the matter state 
part that be allowed to see.
+ viewing is a delayed, physical and 
organised process

How fold / unfold operate as graphic 
and curatorial acts that deframe 
the frame—making the time-based, 
embodied, and spatial conditions 
of viewing visible rather than 
transparent. 
(Curatorial thinking expands fold / unfold from 
a hand-scale operation into a broader concept 
for designing how viewing is constructed.)

- display & backstage prototype, unfold to 
expose backstage

+ abstract statement XXX

=

What happens to the hierarchy 
between an exhibition's official & 
personal encounters when they are 
folded into the same exhibition 
guidebook?
How can fold / unfold change the 
relationship between display & 
backstage?

- 3 folding structure, guidebook

+ fold can generate diverse hierarchy 
principle

What kind of hierarchy does 
folding generate when reorganising 
information levels?

- folding structure control group, user testing

+ fold itself can generate viewing mode and 
narrative meaning
+ repitition, labelling, sequence affect 
hierarchy

=

How does can folding shape the way 
exhibition information is read within 
a guidebook?

- experimental reflective reading device: fold 
as exhibition explore

+ folding is not an info container but 
a staging of how info is approached, 
encountered, and re-read.
+ viewing condition is shaped by fold 
sequence, labelling and repetition, as the 
constantly rewritten hierarchy
+ unfold is reveal and concealment

Enquiry shift



perfoming thinking in public: 
- video as "staged thinking"
- unfolding makes the backstage of 
viewing temporarily visible.

device / dispositif to produce knowledge:
- video works as viewing device

(repitition)

(labelling)



Situation (context)
- Sustained material investigation of folded 
paper as an exhibition reading system
- An exhibtion with cross-temporal dialogue 
(guidebook)

Enquiry (Problem)
- How does folding shape the way exhibition 
information is read within a guidebook?

Position (Respond)
- Fold is not an info container but the staging 
of how info is performed. 
- Fold tests the Backstage of a viewing system 
(fold sequence, labelling, repetition) and turns 
that backstage into a Display the reader 
physically enacts—every unfolding generates 
new hierarchy and meaning. 
- Display & Backstage are not opposed but 
relational positions.

Method (Evaluation)
- 3 folding structure (linear, nested, non-
linear) with diverse content + user test
- Practice + reading complement each other

video backstage

reframe to deframe

cut order

Subtitles/Narration/
audio track tags

repetition/playback

(non)pausable, 
(non)linear

speed

window position

visibility order

classification

hierarchy

viewer agency

pace

frame given to 
viewer

expose

fold sequence

labelling

repetition

binding

unfolding speed

unit frame

Fold, as a paper medium, controls viwer 
by a forced sequence, while permits 
partial exploration. 
Video, in turn, gives absolute non-linear 
freedom (dragging, pausing, and doubling 
speed). 
Both present two sides of the same thing 
- viewing agency is never given by the 
designer, but rather a constraint carried 
by the medium itself.



real audience agency

me as curator, control playback
(screenshoot)

3 fold-stimulated narrativeme as designer

pause, speed, jump, 
back, annotated

cube & Walk (4 works)

Sightline
adjacency
threshold
pacing
vitrine
wayfinding
dwell time
reframe

viewline
juxtaposition
transit
speed
cube
timeline
pause
jump back

Curatorial 
Terminology


