
statement 
not enquiry!



unfolding

week1 
studio response

Official × personal photograph juxtaposition
Intuitive folding
Display vs backstage as starting framework



unfolding

Official × personal photograph juxtaposition
Intuitive folding
Display vs backstage as starting framework

(change scale, corresponding box with name)

week1 
studio response



EXHIBITION GUIDEBOOKDisplay & Backstage

display: be presented
(visible standard)

backstage: parts that be 
deliberately concealed yet 
sustain the whole operation
(ideology, voyeuristic perspective)

- Guidebook as held object
- Backstage in the viewer's hand
- Display & backstage occupied by 
the same physical object 
(relational positions, not fixed 
properties)



intuitive Fold was 
to separate display 
& backstage (creates 
dialogue)

But might Conversely, 
`fold` to reveal 
display & backstage as 
1 body 2 sides 

- Fold as exposing 
co-occupation, not 
separation

What happens to the hierarchy 
between an exhibition's official 
and personal encounters when 
they are folded into the same 
exhibition guidebook?

- How can fold / unfold change 
the relationship between display 
& backstage?

* Fold undermines the 
authority of the official, 
granting the personal 
encounter equal visibility.

or the official will 
swallow up the personal...

or both will fail...



backstage can be... or display...

press-release selections, personal 
attention, 

captions, 

routes, 

exhibits 
relationship, 

Official Show

other exhibitions,

map icon (index), 



test structure: 
redesign guidebook as layered fold

3 folding ways

Does every `unfold` operation 
actually alter the hierarchy visible 
to the viewer, or does it instead 
generate a new hierarchy?

i. 
Official display

ii. 
personal 
attention

iii. 
spatial 
memory

iv.
Partial official 

backstgae
(icon + press 

release)

v.
deep backstage

(domumented 
name + exhibits 
relationship + 
route + Other 
exhibitions)



unfolding

week2
experiments

zine fold

i. 
Official 
display

ii. 
personal 
attention

iii. 
spatial 
memory

iv.
Partial official 

backstgae

v.
deep backstage

(icon + press release)

(domumented name + 
exhibits relationship 

+ route + Other 
exhibitions)



finding

frame: matrix-
like throughout, 
with information 
distributed in even, 
equal-sized blocks.

Hierarchy: neither 
strengthen nor 
disrupt, it flattens 
all levels.

*erases visibility 
across all levels.
*backstage paradox: 
accidentally be 
shown in layer 5.

same frame but more info, 
readability decreases: passive 
reception

The first 4 layers move at a 
flat, predictable rhythm; Layer 5 
then reveals the entire reverse 
side as an abrupt rupture — 
the backstage appears suddenly 
rather than a gradual surfacing



unfolding

week2
experiments

general fold

i. 
Official 
display

ii. 
personal 
attention

iii. 
spatial 
memory

iv.
Partial official 

backstgae

v.
deep backstage

(icon + press release)

(domumented name + 
exhibits relationship 

+ route + Other 
exhibitions)



finding

frame: Gradually 
expands, each 
unfold reveals 
pervious wrapping.

Hierarchy: strengthen.
unfold order = understand order

presupposed sequence is 
faithfully reproduced by the 
geometric expansion

*comply with viewer expectation
*while the least critical: 
passively clarify the relation 
not challenge

- steady rythm
- layer 4&5 produce the 
correspondence effect, 
and bring gradual 
understanding.
- fold simulates a 
standard revealing 
narrative — paced like a 
guided tour.



unfolding

week2
experiments

intuitive fold

i. 
Official 
display

ii. 
personal 
attention

iii. 
spatial 
memory

iv.
Partial official 

backstgae

v.
deep backstage

(icon + press release)

(domumented name + 
exhibits relationship 

+ route + Other 
exhibitions)



finding

frame: irregular, 
with strong scale 
shifts. NOn-linear 
sequence.

Hierarchy: generate new!
surface vs. depth

be partially handed over to the 
reader due to unfolding path.

*as visiting exhibition itself.
Instead of eliminating hierarchy, 
it makes hierarchy negotiable.

- viewer gains agency in 
layer 4 due to several 
ways of unfolding and 
refolding. 
- as game-map 
exploration, from edges 
to innermost.
- Uncontrolled random 
juxtapositions trigger 
new readings but risks

*fold changes not "who is more 
authoritative", but who has 
the right to assign authority — 
partially transferring it from the 
designer to the reader.



What happens to the hierarchy 
between an exhibition's official 
and personal encounters when 
they are folded into the same 
exhibition guidebook?

- How can fold / unfold change
the relationship between display
& backstage?

what kind of hierarchy does fold 
generate when reorganising 
information levels?

* Fold undermines the
authority of the official,
granting the personal
encounter equal visibility.

or the official will 
swallow up the personal...

or both will fail...

Fold is not a simple 
tool for "exposing the 
backstage". each fold 
generates a different 
hierarchy-organising 
principle.

it implies that the properties 
of viewing—such as delay, 
corporeality and organisation—
are, in essence, different 
manifestations of hierarchy 
within different systems of 
folds.

- Zine fold: flattens &
neutralises

- General fold: reinforces
the presupposed sequence,
faithfully reproducing the
logic

- Intuitive fold: generates a
new opposition, and devolves
part of the hierarchy decision
to the reader




